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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 



Claims i (Currently Amended): An assessment system comprising that includes : 

a. \ at least one predefined measurement item used to structure observation 

and assessment of observable events or phenomena; 

arb. means for presenting a subject or operator with a said at least one 

measurement iter 

brc. a record e r that records and stores observ e d e vents means for recording 
at least one observable event or phenomenon associat e d w ith said presentation of at 
least one measurement item and storing the recorded at least one observable event or 
phenomenon as w kl^a data track of event data sequenced by a time track of time 
address data; and 

erd. ind e xinV softwar e that e nt e rs an ind e x mark into a for each presented 
measurement item, means for associating the measurement item to at least one portion 
of the event data in an iridex database that includes w ith-at least one field denoting a 
the measurement item ancl at least one field denoting associated with tim e address 
data for the at least one portion of the event data associated with the measurement 
item obs e rv e d e vent . 



Claim 2 (Currently Amended*): An assessment system according to claim 1 wherein 
said means for presenting a subject or operator with at least one a-measurement item 
includes a programmabl e computer having a central processing unit, a storage system, 



and an output display. 



Claim 3 (Currently Amended): An assessment system according to claim 1 wherein * 
said means for presenting a subjec^or operator with a at least one measurement item 
includes at least one of a written docum e nt or a video displa y, a computer display or a 
video player . 



Claim 4 (Currently Amended): An assessment system according to claim 4-2 wherein 
said m e ans for pr e s e nting a subj e ct or op e rator with a m e asur e m e nt it e m includ e s 
output display is selected from the group consisting of a projection display, a 
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computer display, a video player and a video display. 



'j 7 Claim 5 (Cun-entlyWnended): An assessment system according to claim 1 wherein 
said recorder is means for recording includes a digital recorder. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): An assessment system according to claim 1 wherein 
said recorder is means for recording includes an analog recorder that produces an 
analog recording which Is then digitized. 



5 



ft* Claim 7 (Currently Amended): An ass e ssm e nt A method for systematically assessing 
observable events or phenomena, comprising: including th e following st e ps : 

a. presenting a predefined m easurement item to a subject or operator^ 
wherein said measurement item is used to structure the observation and 
assessment of observable events or phenomena ; 

b. making a recordW at least one observable event or phenomenon 
associated with said measurement item, said record having a e v e nt data 
track of event data sequenced by a time track of time address data; and 

c. indexing s aid record by entering tim e data from said data track and a 
measurement item identifier therefor into associated fields on computer 
database generating an index entry in a database linking the predefined 
measurement item to a portion of the event data record: wherein said 
index entry comprises admeasurement item identifier field indicative of 
said predefined measurement item, and a field containing address data 
indicative of an address for the portion of the event data record. 



$f Claim 8 (Currently Amended): An ass e ssment The method according to claim 7 

wherein the step of presenting a predefined measurement it e ms are pr e sent e d item t o 
said ^subject or operator comprises presenting a predefined measurement item on b y 
a comput e r and a computer display , a video display or a video player . 



sfk Claim 9 (Currently Amended): An assessm e nt ' The method according to claim 7 

wherein the step of presenting a predefined measurement item to a subject is 

\ 

presented with measurement items by an assessor at an interview comprises 
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displaying the measurement item to an operator, and the operator presenting the 
measurement itey to the subject . 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): An ass e ssm e nt The method according to claim 7 
wherein the step of presenting a predefined measurement item to an operator or 
subject is presented with m e asur e m e nt it e ms by displaying comprises displaying an 
imag e s image on a vi\leo display , a computer display or projection . 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): An ass e ssm e nt The method according to claim 7 
wherein said record is a digital recording of obs e rv e d e v e nts . 



Claim 12 (Currently Amended): An ass e ssm e nt The method according to claim 7 
further comprising: 

augmenting said comput e r database by adding information relating to said at 
least one observable event or phenomenon t o said database that r e lat e s to said event 
field without changing the relationship of said time address data to said event data. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): An^ssessment The method according to claim 7 
wherein the i ndexing is performed step of generating an index entry comprises 
automatically generating an index entty for each measurement item as an thesubiect 
or operator proceeds from one measurement item to another. 



Claim 14 (New): The assessment system of claim 1 wherein said means for presenting 
a subject or operator with at least one predefined measurement item additionally 



comprises means for presenting a subject or operator with a set of predefined 
measurement items, the set of predefined measurement items containing related 



measurement items. 



Claim 15 (New): The assessment system of claim 14, wherein said set of predefined 
measurement items is selected from the group Consisting of a questionnaire, 
examination plan, interview schedule, report form, set of directions or established 



survey. 
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J Claim 16 (Ne\*rt: The assessment system of claim 14 wherein said set of predefined 
measurement itopis includes a pre-existing set of predefined measurement items used 
independently ofWid assessment system to observe and assess events or phenomena. 

Claim 17 (New): The assessment system of claim 14 wherein said means for 
associating the measurement item to at least one portion of the event data includes, 
means for associating\each predefined measurement item in the set of predefined 
measurement it^ms to at least one portion of the event data. 

'/ Claim 18 (New): The assessment system of claim 1, additionally comprising means 
for creating and storing said at least one predefined measurement item before said 
means for presenting said measurement item presents said at least one measurement 
item to a subject or operator A 

Claim 19 (New): The assessment system of claim 18, wherein said at least one 
predefined measurement item is a deposition question, and said means for creating 
and storing said measurement item creates and stores a set of deposition questions. 

' ? Claim 20 (New): The assessment system of claim 1, additionally comprising means 
for accepting input from the operator or subject, said input indicating that the operator 



Claim 21 (New): The assessment system of claim 20, wherein said means for 
accepting input is selected from the grou^consisting of computer mouse, stylus, 
keyboard, digital tablet, microphone, touchscreen, gaze tracking device, brain 
electromagnetic activity tracking system, and video sensor. 



Claim 22 (New): The assessment system of claim 1, wherein said track of address 
data comprises a track of time data, and said at least one field denoting address data 
comprises time track data. \ 

Claim 23 (New): The assessment system of claim i, additionally comprising means 
for augmenting said index database by adding information relating to said at least one 



or subject is ready for the presentation of another measurement item. 
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portion oftthe event data to said database without changing the association of said 
measurement item with said at least one portion of the event data. 

' Claim 24 (New): The method of claim 7, additionally comprising the step of: 

accepting input from the operator or subject indicating that the operator or 

subject is ready Vor the presentation of another measurement item; 

wherein said step of generating an index entry in a database linking the 

measurement iterA to a portion of the record of event data automatically occurs upon 

said input from said operator or subject. 

1 Claim 25 (New): Thepethod of claim 9, wherein the step of presenting a predefined 
measurement item to a\subject further comprises displaying the measurement item to 
an operator, the operator presenting the measurement . item to a subject in an interview, 
and the operator interacting with the subject in accordance with said measurement 
item. 

Claim 26 (New): The methok of claim 7, further comprising the step of appending 
address data for a portion of tne event data to an existing index entry when the 
operator or subject returns to a predefined measurement item in the course of 
assessing the at least one observable event. 

Claim 27 (New): The method of claim 7, wherein the track of address data comprises 
a track of time track data, and the field containing address data indicative of an 
address for the portion of the event data record includes time track data. 

Claim/28 (New): The method of claim 7Awherein said step of presenting at least one 
predefined measurement item additionally\comprises presenting a set of predefined 
measurement items, the set of predefined measurement items including related 
measurement items. 



Claim 29' (New): The method of claim 28, wherein said set of predefined 
measurement items is selected from the group consisting of a questionnaire, 
examination plan, interview schedule, report form, set of directions or established 
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7 7 Claim 30 (hftw): The method of claim 28 wherein said set of predefined measurement 
- items comprises a pre-existing set of predefined measurement items used 
independentlyW said method to observe and assess events or phenomena. 

Claims 1 (New)Vrhe method of claim 28, wherein said step of generating an index 
entry in a database comprises generating an index entry for each measurement item in 
the set of measurement items. 

\ 

V" Claim 32 (New): The method of claim A, additionally comprising the step of creating 
and storing said at least\one predefined measurement item before said step of 
presenting said at least one measurement item to a subject or operator. 

Claim ^(New): A computW-readable medium containing instructions that cause a 
computer to index a recording of at least one observable event in an assessment 
system, said medium comprising: 

a storage section for storing a digital recording of the at least one observable 
event, said digital recording having a track of event data sequenced by a track of 
address data; 

a first code section containing instructions that cause the computer to present 
at least one predefined measurement item to a subject or operator, said at least one 
measurement item being used to structure the observation and assessment of 
observable events or phenomena; and 

a second code section containing instructions that cause the computer to 
automatically generate an index entry in a database linking the measurement item to at 
least one portion of the at least one stored observable event; wherein said index entry 
comprises a measurement item identifier fielci indicative of said measurement item, 
and an address field indicative of an address f&r the at least one portion of the at least 
one observable event stored in the track of event data. 

Claim 34 (New): The computer-readable medium of claim 33, wherein said at least 
one predefined measurement item comprises a set of pre-existing predefined 
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measurement it&ns, the set of predefined measurement items being used 
independently onsaid assessment system to observe and assess events or phenomena. 

\ y ' ' 

Claim 35 (New): The computer-readable medium of claim 33 additionally comprising 
a fourth code section containing instructions that cause the computer to accept input 
from the operator onsubject, and define the at least one predefined measurement item 
according to the inpux 



Claim 36 (New): The computer-readable medium of claim 33 wherein the first code 
section contains instructions that cause the computer to present at least two predefined 
measurement items to a subject or operator, and wherein said second code section 
contains instructions that cause the computer to automatically generate index entries 
in the database for each measurement item, each entry linking the respective 
measurement item to at least one portion of the stored at least one observable event. 



Claim 37 (New): The computer-readable medium of claim 33, additionally 
comprising a sixth code section containing instructions that cause the computer to 
digitally record the at least one\observable event, and store the digital recording in 
said storage section. 



Claim 38 (New): An assessment system comprising: 

a. at least one predefined measurement item used to structure assessment 
observable events or phenomena; 

b. stored event data of at least one recorded observable event, said at least 
one observable event occurring simultaneously with a presentation of at least one 
predefined measurement item, said stored event data being sequenced by a track of 
address data; and \ 

c. an index database including a field indicative of a measurement item 
and a field indicative of an address in the Stored event data for a portion of the stored 
event data associated with the measuremem item; 

wherein an operator reviewing the atMeast one recorded observable event in 
the stored event data can create or update an entry in the index database for a 
measurement item. \ 
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Claim 39 (New):Vhe assessment system of claim 38, wherein an operator reviewing 
the stored event data can update the, index database without removing existing index 
entries associatingapredefined measurement item with a portion of the stored event 
data from the index database. 

Claim; 4{f (New): TheWssessment system of claim 38, wherein said track of address 
data comprises time track data, and the field indicative of the address in the stored 
event data contains time track data. 

Claim 0 (New): The assessment system of claims wherein said at least one 
predefined measurement item additionally comprises a rating scale. 

Claim 42 (New): The method of claim 7, additionally comprising the step of playing 
back the record after the completion of at least one observable event or phenomenon, 
wherein said index entries areWsed to control the playback sequence. 

Claim 43 (New): The method of claim 42, wherein said index entry additionally 
includes a field indicative of a type of measurement item and a field indicative of a 
type of response to a measurement item, and playback sequence is sorted by 
chronological order, type of measurement item, or type of response to presentation of 
a measurement item. \ „ , - 
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